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Introduction 


Kora grass mat weaving is generally found in southern India that mostly grows in the marshy areas. It is typically 
found in the Tamil Nadu and Kerala regions in India. These mats were found used for all the household activities 
of food serving, relaxing the body, as shelter to protect from sunlight, for Puja’s/ Prayer mats etc. Kora grass is 
generally brought from Karur, Vellore, Madurai, Thanjavur, and Nagapattanam that is mostly grown near to the 
water places of the Tamil Nadu regions. 


Kora grass are generally split very fine and woven with cotton warp on a ground loom. It is generally soaked 

in water before weaving, as it may break on rigid uses. The Kora grass mat weaving is done on the traditional 
ground loom at Vaniyambadi of Tamil Nadu. The craftsmen mentions he learnt it from his father who had taught 
him and his brothers when they were residing at Pattamadai (Pattapathei told by the craftsmen) that is few kilo- 
meters away from Vaniyambadi. 


The Kora grass mat weaving is done by the Gounder family, the craftsmen weaves on the ground that is set on 
the little place that is near to the craftsmen’s house. The roofing of the work place is done with sticks placed 
vertical to the ground and coconut leaves tied tightly to each other such that there is no space for the rain water 
to pour into the place during the rainy seasons. This shelter is good and changed only once in either two or three 
years as said by the craftsmen. As kora grass is woven on the ground loom, the ground is spread with the cow 
dung paste as it is one of the tradition followed at the Tamil Nadu regions. This is done once in a week minimum 
for the better weaving of the kora grass on the ground loom. It is also said this coating is given on the ground to 
repel insects, thereby the person working on this loom and the loom materials are safe. 


Though it is better to weave the Kora grass mat on the ground loom with the mentioned conditions, people have 
shifted to weaving on the power loom as they were unable to set and weave on the ground loom. There is about 
three power looms in working condition in Agaramcheri that is few kilometers away from Vaniyambadi that 
weaves the plain and the coloured pattern designs. 
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Placing the Kora Grass in the power loom machine. 
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Kora Grass mat. 
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by 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and * Creel with Cotton Threads: It is preferred for the continuous supply of the threads to the power loom. 
Lija M.G. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru ¢ Power Looms: It is generally preferred for making more quantity of mats. 
* Continuous Supply of Power: As weaving happens on the power loom continuous power supply is required. 
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Power loom set up of Kora Grass mat at Vellore, Tamil 
Nadu. 
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Cotton threads in the spindles. Dyed Kora Grass tied into bundles. 
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Spindles with cotton threads attached to the power 
loom. 
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Making Process 


On the Power loom: 

As Mr. Subramani and his wife are the only craftsmen at Vaniyambadi who still continues to weave the kora grass 
mat on the ground loom. As said by the craftsmen there were lot of people who used to weave the mat on the 
ground loom, some have expired, some have stopped and others have shifted to weave the mat on the power 
loom. The kora grass collected from the nearby water locations are segregated to be woven plain or coloured. 
The kora grass to be coloured are further taken for the colouring process, where the kora grass is kept in water 
for some time and then mixed with required dyes and boiled. 


After the colouring process, the kora grass is completely dried and bundled. As per the requirement, the kora 
grass either plain or coloured are taken to the cutting machine to cut the grass to the required lengths and 
placed on the passage segregating as per the colours. Power looms are attached with the jacquard mechanism by 
which the mat is woven to the desired pattern. 


Flow chart: 


1. Kora grass gathered from the neighbouring marshy regions are either taken 
plain or coloured 
. 


2. The grass is immersed in water and then placed in the colour mixture and 
boiled 


3. The grass is spread, dried, bundled and placed in the cutting machine to be 
cut evenly 


4. Evenly cut kora grasses are fed to the Power looms that is controlled by the 
Jacquard mechanism 


5. Coloured and plain kora grass mats are made by the controlled mechanism 
there by obtaining the various patterns. 
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Plain Kora Grass. 


Dyed Kora Grass of violet and orange colors. 
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The violet dyed Kora Grass getting cut at the edges. Spindles attached to the power loom. 
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Bundle of Kora Grass is placed in the loom to start 
with the weaving. 
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Products 


Kora grass mats are also done on the power loom in varieties like about three and a half to four feet in length 


costing about Rs. 120 for a plain mat. Coloured mats costing of about Rs. 150-160 of the same length, power loom 
mats are specially made at Agaramcheri. 
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A lot of Kora Grass mats collected at a store. 
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The edges of Kora Grass mat are tied with cotton 
threads. 


Rolled Kora Grass mats with colorful patterns. 
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4 ¥ Kora Grass mat with beautiful design pattern. 
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The Kora Grass mat with very simple yet classy red 
border finish. 
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Rolled Kora Grass mats with colorful patterns. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. 


and Lija M. G. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Artist: 

Mr.Subramani 
Vellore, TN 

India 

Mobile: 09150608290 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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